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Sinca 1946, the Lithuanian reristanco movement has led all other
Baltie groups in size and score of activity. Beeausc of this fact,
the Russians have been forced to employ more severe methods in doal-
ing with then than with other dissident ~mroups. Thus. no lsas than )
£ive differcnt Soviet agencies (IGB, !WD, 0B, Smersh, and Istrebi teii
have been called to take action asainst the Lithuanian partisans.

¢ It is possible that the OBO is not a saparaie agency
tut actually concists of specialized !VD personnel. Istrebiteli may
als~ be rerely an Army or VD component.)

The control of the eivillan romulation is believed to Da the tesk of

the office of Gemeral Sheherbakov, Comrmnist Party representative in

Vilnn. The chiefs of “he 'GB, WD, etec., recelve ordinary instmeiicns
. and, rossibly, orders from General Shcherbakovw!s staf?.

The IGB in Lithuania Is led by General Efirov, +ho mainteins his hende
uarters at Vilna, He eormands the shoelr troors -hich are enmployed
atainct the partisans. It a'pears, also, that the intellicence and
counter-esplonase csection of the 1133 has full access to 1VD intelli-
mence matorial. In addition, the !'VD has besn directed to riace its
troops at the disposal of the 'GB for hatever aetion ni~ht be desired.

The GB in Lithuania is ormanized on a territorial basis, and the country
is 4ivided into 32 I'GB districts, the beoundariss of which eoinelde with
those of the various administrative areas. As a rule, the district chief
is a lieutenzbt colonel; in his abnenes, e major, vho is alscoe operations
officer, takes corrand. Evory district consists of arrroximately ten
corrmnes (309 in all of Lithuania), and in each local cormmune thers sre
iron ten to 300 MGB treops. On the averare, the UGB strength of a
commne amounts to about 50 nen, vhich -ould brin-+ the total mmber

»f IG3 porconnel assirned to tho commmnss to from 15,000 to 20,000,

7B operational troops are stationsd in the main rrovincial touns as

well as in the largmer cities. These men are ueed rartly as muanrds

r.z;or the concentration eanpa and rartly for anti-partisan oparations.
‘hege troops, torether with tho eomrmnal 1B detachrents, brins the

total 1G3 gbrength to bstieen 45,000 and 50,000, which is virtually
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the size of the remilar Soviet Amvy complement in Litmania.

nt: The "MGB operational troops" mentioned above may
actua be IVD troope requisitioned by the MGB, and not genuine 1GB
personnel.)

In Kaunas there are 6,000 LGB troops cerving ag guards for the 5 2000
prisonors that are being hold there. Colonsl Vorontody of the Xaunas
dotachment wag rolieved of his duties during the riddle of 1947 be-
ecause he wms rusreeted of cooperating with the partisans. Iater in
1947, his sucecessor, liajor Kirov, was iilled by the partisans,

Approximately 9,000 MGB troops were stationsd in the Mariocmpol dis-
trict in Jamary 1948, They occupied not only the towm of lMariampol,
but also lesser commmnities along the Polisb-Lithunnian border. The
commanding officer of the lariampol MGB g5 of January 1947 was Briga-
dier Gemeral Kruglov. His predecessor, Lisutenant Colonel Vorochilov,
was killed by pertisans in the £all of 1947, :

The exact atrength of the operational MGB force in Klaipeda (lMemel)
ig not known, but it is estimated that thewe were approximately 3,000
men under ths command of Brigadier General Toirnov in Jamary 1943,

Trom one to two thousand MGB troops occupied §iaul'lai during January
1948,

A maximm of 2,000 1GB troops occupied Pane*v@gys during Jamuary 1948.

In Vilna there are 9.000 to 10,000 MGB troops, some of vhom susrd the
concentratvion camp which is occunied by 20,000 to 25,000 prisoners.
Thera is also an MGB school at Vilna which is open to trustworthy
Lithuanians. About 2,000 cadets, some of vhom are Russians, attend
this school.

There wore from 6,000 to 7,000 IND troops engaged in rovtine molies
work in Litmania during January 1948. Brigasdier General Bartashupmas,
who served with the NKVD in Iabtvia in 1940, was in corrvnd of the MVD
in Lithuenia and maintained his hesdquarters at Vima. The former
Ministry of Fimance building in Kauvnaz was turned into an IVD school,

) which wvas attended by 700 to 800 cadetes during Jammry 1948,

The 080 {Osolmy Banditski Odtol), under the command of Major Sokolov,
specinlizes in undercover anti-partisan work. The OBO has evceptional
prestipe and authority and hag the power to roguisition troops from
both the lGB and IND, OBO members generally work singly or in groups
of less than tuenty, and of'ten wear Lithuanisn, Latvian, or Ulwalnian
partisan uniforms for penetration purposes. OBO0 porsonnsl have ensased
in bloody battles th GB $roore mercly as a cover to srable thenm
Jater to flee to the woods and contact parbisan sroups.

The 0BO raintaing contaect with Lithuanlans who ars acting as Russian
agents. In sore instances, the 0BO has sent apents ontolde Lithusnia
to attempt the contaecting of partisan representatives abroad. The 03D
Jhas made little progress in Litlmanian rural districts, sines the
patives realizs that any help rendered the Russians wuld enst them
their lives at the hands of the partisansg, . In the cities, vhere it
is mora diffieult for the rartisars to punish collahorators. the OBD
hae been more smeeessful in condueting operationa.
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In 1945, the Russians organized units of pro-Soviet Lithuanians
for the combatting of partisans, Several battalions and cormual
groups (seventy men to a group) were formed, but the orpanisation,
called the Istrebitell, was never able to recrult more than 12,000
men baeauce of the influence of the partisans among the native
population, By January 1948, the mmber of Istrebvitsli troops had
decreased to 2,000 and some of these were actually partican acenta,

The Smersh in Lithuania has the risht to requisition troops fron
the MGB and IWD. It maintains its own concentraiion camps and in-~
terromation centers and operates under a veil of exceptional sstreey,
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